Lesson provided by: Butch Culpepper, Lakeview Middle School: Catoosa County

“The Civil War”
Goals
The learner gains an understanding of the Civil War through learning the short and long term causes,
and identifying the key battles and events of the war, including the process of Reconstruction in the
South.
The learner will then analyze the impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction on Georgia and
the Southern states.
Grade Level: 8th
Georgia Performance Standards- SS8H6
Materials
Textbook
Civil War Era Reference Books
Primary Sources
Blank Writing Book
Writing Utensils
Internet Access
Videos
Historical Interpreters
Procedures
1. Introduction-Get copies of primary sources-letter, newspapers, and journals about life in the
Antebellum South and causes of the War. (Valley of the Shadow). Have students read using the
Reading Theater Strategy.
2. Have class visited by a trio of Historical Interpreters: A Union soldier, A Confederate soldier,
and a woman from the Civil War era. Each Interpreter will tell their story and answer any
questions that the students may have.
3. Working with a partner, the students will further research the events of the Civil War using sites
such as Valley of the Shadow, and sources from the school media center for background
information. Upon completing research the students will write a mini-novel of three chapters
about the Civil War Era. The students will create their characters.
In chapter one, students will explain the causes of the War and the reason why their characters
become involved in the War.
Chapter two will cover the wartime experiences during the conflict, including major battles and
events, such as the great Locomotive Chase.
Chapter three will also deal with reconstruction and its effects upon the lives of the characters.
Follow-Up Activities- The students will watch a Civil War Era film, such as “Gone With the Wind” or
“The Blue and the Gray”. The students will compare and contrast their novel with the movie and
analyze both for historical accuracy and the role of Georgia in the Civil War.
1

2

3

